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ADDRESSED 


To Thoſe in AUTHORITY, 


A it pleaſe You, to whom it belongs to 
direct the Affairs of this Nation, to peruſe | 
with chriſtian charity the following pages ; which 
are diftared by a ſincere love of chriſtian ru. 


When ne have Org n for amend- 
ments in ſome of our eccleſiaſtical forms; the reply 
has often been (and is · ſtill repeated) that he requeſt 
as too GENERAL, and that PARTICULARS Were not 
pointed - out to your confideration, With what view 
this has been done, God, and the conſciences of 
thoſe who did it, can beſt tell. But ſince that 
deference to your judgements, which withheld the 
appliers from ſpecifying their wiſhes, has been 

B objected 


* 
objekted to them as a fault; you muſt now pardon 
the preſumption of one (who indeed has long been 
4 well-wiſner, and not merely à well-wiſher in 
ſecret, to amendments i in our forms; and ſtands 
now unconnected, and will involye no one in his | 
errors) when he amends. his fault; 5 and lays before : 
you, in more expreſs terms, his wiſhes.” And he 
thinks he cannot ſtate them in a way leſs offenſive 
to you, or more becoming the reſpect that is 
always due from a private man to the public; than 
by ſubmitting them in the form of yerics, and 
without a name, to your conſideration.” | Whatever 
his ſentiments may be, they will not then appear 
to be confidently obtruded upon others. You will 


anſwer the queſtions to yaurſelves, according to- 


— IE 


your own ſenſe of the caſe. Whateyer amendments 
P _ hint, you will admit or reject as you ſhall 
ive. them reſpectively: to deſerve. All} he 
8 is only; that you will give that ſerious 
attention to his propoſal which ſuch a cauſe has a 


right to claim, and will paſs an impartial! judge- 
ment upon it, and let that en 10 e 


big Sonſequent andes. 


IN. The firſt plan 3 am as tao 

propoſe a few preliminary. queſtions; the anſwers 
to which may ſerve as Data, whereon to found the 
reſt of . I” 1 _ this | 
Eine BR - in find nz5 oi bib 
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F # leaſt, _ attention be not᷑ requi | 
ſite to our ecclgfaſtical as to dur civil coricerts ? 
: Whiethet you would think it right, to let the 
Laws of our civil govrrument ſtanti as they did 
in the times of King Charles II. without ever 
Utering or amending them? And whether, 
on the contrary, we have hot ſeen them at- 
| tended to conſtantly ever ſince, and watched 
is 585. ver in Parliament from year to ear, from 
+ to day, as occaſion has offered : while the 
"FP concerns of religion have been left to continue 
nowꝛ from century to century, on the very 
" Tame. footing they were in thoſe lets hap py 
days; ; the ſingle act "of Toleration 7 — 
excepted ? That indeed did not take place 
tlll after the Revolution. But the attempts 
that were made that ſame year, teſtify, that 
2 ine farther amendment was thought want- 
ing even then 2 and the ſentiments, Which 
6 Fi our prelates and divines have often expreſſed, 
both in public and private, during the long 
interval ever ſince, and the preſſing ſollicita- 
tions that have been made of late, ſhew that 
the evil ſtill enereaſes. . it n you - 
then to conſiderr 
W this does not em aloud for your regard 
now? al 54 3 
Your preſent Anichs * 8 every SEP; 
tant will allow to be true) that . every particular 
| I — chureh hath authority to ordain, 


B 2 change, 


O. 


a CE 
e change; a ed Cie i Hem ac the 


£ church, ordained, only by man's authority; ſo 
e zhae. all things e e. 
with gui eee 0 - Why 5 0 2 TY as 


Worms our * 2 85 * e the 
"mY Sybſcriptions and Declarations now Tequi uired 
Concerning them, were not or ned by man's 
_, authority ? And whether it be any diſparage- 
ment to a human compoſi tion t declare it 
© not abſolutely. perfett : or à crime in any one 
- to point out its blemiſhes in order to their 


g * * r 3 
8 » * 


Wiizruns k col "_ ſtiled a | God m the 
PpPreſent fabric, or even an endeavour to ſub- 
93 510 vert che eſtabliſhed church, to propoſe amend- 

© "ments in it: or whether that church Would 
not be more firmly crore cen to 

ſuch as are adde? * 
: Wazrars ſuch aa as: _— 40206 bates 
in aſking, and ſuch as moſt would agree might 
be admitted without ptejudice to chriſtianity, 

might not be looked _—_ TORT 


IC Ti 


Warane they eight not be right, — 


E23 
— 903 eee, Matten, and judge what is ragfmall 


diate command, or by an addreſs from either 
or both houſes of parliament deſiring it of 


him, or by the parliament's taking them 'E 


„ under conſiderationnieſelf,) or by the convoca 
on's being empowored ee oe 
ever method ĩt de ſeen ficting,® noo: 


Wurms it be hot r of rei? | 


gion, and, indeed; the peice of mankind, 
that ſomet hing be done now; hen matters are 
apparently come te a efiſis, and religion is 
ſeen to * daily by our delay ? 
ti dz zi i od yem If Sad 10 AT ant 
Tuber things being pretiifed in gentrat, the 
following particulars (fince patticulars Wo 
called” a tbe bend to your confideraticn, 
OT 1. 9 Or 1 3 gi 048 rvif 20 20 7920 
Aud; Frſt, evhcetiihy ow Lr Gh cl 
ſdemingty of moſt generaf concern.” ORE h 


1 In relation * wo Me baſket," 6 och : 


ft 2824 1 B n 1 6146; C it 22 ub: ub 


I. Warrnzn ng wiſh to Walke lr ſuch as to 


reconcile it to mann admit than” 


e e 2 
J 


”% 
— * 
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as to adapt them to the preſent uſe of out 


I 


\ what aeceſſary ; either by his Majeſty's imme- 


f 
} £ 
i 
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943 


. L*. 
2 thers a6 they were at rſt accommodated to 
the uſe 3 timeso in which they were 


50 bee e, 04 To. ln 00 10 
V | 
n a un dome 
_ . +. eccalians,;where. it appears too long for the 
devotion nn or. 


. 1 merely what is ablolutely 
 neceflary, fur the comfort of thoſe who, offi 
ciate and do join in it, and for the betten 
| edification.of the hearers ?, Trotegoe 
* VO * 1 QI 99k 
The Firf of theſe, it may. be Fan's the wiſh 
of, the author. However that may be objefted-to 
by perſons, of narrow minds z he muſt. copfyſs; that 
CT the jog oC his han 00 Mr hr Rt 
The pradtice of divines, indeed, has been thought to 
ly the contrary; way; wha, have 
| ſtudied uſually to exclude from their communion, all 
thoſe who differ from them in ſentiment. But if 
differs from thoſe divines, and be a heretic in 
he cannot; he deſires not, en He 
has not ſo learned Chriſt.” - 
"Fer, though/to/propoſe this might in theſe days 
33 chimerical, and to effect it would at 
firſt ſight be called impoſſible ; he muſt refer it 
to the W 2 
$30 70 HS ; a 
nas. | 1 5 Nenne 
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8 a 
Wnurrnxx it would not be moſt Bere . 


hemp! it; at leaſt as far as ve m 


— the Diſſenters in the laſt century obs. 
jefted totally to any kind of Liturgy, any pre- 
ſeribed form of worſhip *” and to, thoſe who ſhall 
do fo now, we cannot yield. But if there be ſome 
parts in our ſervice, that are not abſolutely neceſ. 
fary; ſome forms or ceremonies of mere human 
appointment, and which we allow to be indiffe- 
rent; and others Which we cannot pretend. are 
indiſpenſable it, £94 be SPY. a chrii 


_— N 


WrzTHFER thoſe 3 not ſafely, whether * 
| ought not charitably to be removed, if they 
offend others; eſt we forfeit that character 

which is, without all — r 
in the diſciples of Chrift? 


A to the Second there ean be no pos but 
that, if our Liturgy be not adapted to che Preſent 
- it muſt be right to do t. 

he Third will ſeem to admit of à doubt. But 
* its connexion with the ſecond be * that 
will perhaps vaniſh. _ | 

And as to the Fourth ; it ' merely. returns to the 
original Queſtion, Whether any thing be be wanting ? 
which was ſuppoſed granted. 

However; ſince it 18 poſſible for us to have all 
fheſe ſeveral objects in view together, and it muſt 

cer- 


ah 

; beni bs moſf deſſrable chat ue hold; they 
ill be found blended im che following propdſals ; 
Which ſhall be ſtated promiſcuouſly as they ariſe, 
4 and. 0 joinly ang ſeyerally, to the better 


1 > 5 2 4 * $. <3 ' - 
- * 0 „ * 4 4 N 1 [ 
** 1 , * 
; ac * F F 18 p b 1 


LETS « conſidered 1 what fiſt 
{ents inſet © in our Prayer-book, 


to ella, 10 


o 1 * 
1 4 37 & * 


eee, Ait would nor ar 
amend or new-model « our Calvi z. 


in the ordinary courſe, and for Sundays ? 


"In the Oury et of Firſt Lenbns, 

Wur run the Apocryphal ones ought not . 
to be laid aſide? They are certainly no part 
of what we allow to be the Canon of. Scrip- 

ture; and though ſome of them may be read 

« for-example-of life and inſtruction of man- 

_ ners,*. yet are there many diſcourſes of our 

8 covyn divines much more inſtructive; but which a 

ought not to be eee 

-_ Seriprure, eee 8. PHE: SN. i 


| 1 beſides thoſe chapters of holy Sctip- 

7 ture itſelf which are now amitted, ſome others 
might not be omitted alſo; à few of them 
being repetitions, and others leſs uſeful or leſs 
5 intelligible to the common. phones? 


— ; 


N 
Wurruxz it be. neceſſary to have particular Lef- 
ſons ſefected for the Saints“ days; many of 
1 thoſe; we now have, being Apocryphal, and 
ſeeming to haye no relation at all to the ay ; 

on which they, are appointed OY 


W after throwing out the e leſs 
ſons; the leſſons for Saints“ days, the few 
cChapters that are repetitions, and the many 
that are utterly inedifying to the unlearned, 
and only fit for the private ſtudies of the 
: NN a regular courſe might not be choſen 
from the Old Teſtament; which ſhould be 
read through twice in the year in cathedrals, 
and places where there is ſervice twice a day; 
and once e w_ there | is ſervice only 
once? - 


© The Second Lade ti b ee a per- 
haps ſcarcely need any alteration : unleſs the chap- 
ters in the Epiſtles could be divided better; or it 
ſhould be thought proper to omit ſotne of them. 
But theſe would occur only where there is con- 
ſtant ſervice, twice a day,” 1 RO is propoſed 
next ſhould be approved of. 


Tur Leſſons for Sundays, it is wiſhed, might be 

annere in another light from what they appear 
now. In many country pariſhes there can be no 
ſervice but on the Lord's day; in all, whether 
city or country, we know the poor cannot and the 
rich will not attend on any other: and therefore 
e e 


, 


3 


* 


ts) 
by rves 4 thought; Whether our great aim 
fhould n not "be, to render the whole ſervice of that 


day as intelligible, as  inftruive, and” as com- 


plete | in itſelf '2s may be t 70 this end it 


is with ſubmiſſion aſked, 
Wapricgn the Firſt Leſſons for Sundays labs not 


be better choſen: as ſome of the preſent are 
liable to be miſunderſtood, and others (par- 
ticularly out of the prophets) are utterly. unin- 
telligible to the unlearned; nay, frequently 
the chapter appointed is leſs to be under- 
 {Nood, than the preceding or ſubſequent one? 
Whether this might not be amended; either 


_ - © by carrying on ſome hiſtorical chain 'through 


the Old - Teſtament, from week to week 
throughout the year; or by one ſeries for the 
mornings and another for the evenings, as 
they are often (perhaps uſually) different ſets 


N uo of Carr val that attend on thoſe different 


1 


N and the furtheranee of true piety, which ſhould 
e the grand object of all our labours 1 


Wur ru the Second Leſſons might not becarried 


on from Sunday. to Sunday in ſome regular 
ſeries likewiſe ; inſtead of taking them from 
the ordinary count as they happen to fall? 


War ruen this might not be ſome ſmali induce- 
ment to people's regular attendance, at Teaſt at 


1 


( op» 


firſt; and whether they might not at all tic 


reap profit from, it? St. Luke and the 435 
are one continued hiſtory, written hy the 


ſame Evangeliſt; and contain juſt 52 Chap- | 


ders; which might ſerve for the mornings 


through the year. St. Matthew and St. John 
would nearly compleat the evenings. And it 

is ſubmitted to conſideration, whether it 
— not be very deſireable, to have ſome 


parts at leaſt of the Goſpels read in courſe as 


a ſecond leſſon at the evening prayers; becauſe 
' thoſe whole ſituation does not permit them 
to attend in the forenoon, never hear a word 
of that, which is the foundation of their reli- 
gion, read to them at all in the preſent me- 
thod, as part of the evening ſervice; when, 
inſtead of being inſtructed in the hiſtory of 
the birth and life and death and pure doc- 
trine of our Saviour himſelf, they frequently 
hear only a ſmall and imperfect portion of an 
argument from one of the Epiſtles, as chance 
ſhall throw it in their way, which without 
its connexion is ſcarcely intelligible to the 
reader himſelf ; and that connexion is never 
read to them in the Sunday courſe till many 
months, often not till a year or two after- 


This indeed appears a great change. But 


I it is conſidered that a new Calendar can 


210 
2 *i 


2 hurt 


7 T.% ) 
hurt no one's devotion,” it is hoped ie will nr be | 


NT found impracticable or improper. 


In this method the Goſpel of St. Mark ms 
* wholly to be omitted; as alſo the Epiſtles. © But, 
| fince there is only the 7th' chapter of that Evange- 
liſt liſt (and not even the whole of that chapter) but 
what is contained in St. Luke, or read already 

among the Goſpels of the day; that omiſſion muſt 
be looked upon as unimportant: more eſpecially 
when it is conſidered; that all thoſe Goſpels which 
are now taken from St. Luke, muſt then be 
removed; and would make 0 for Ren * as 
ſhall be ſeen proper. 

And as to the Eviltiers all, Fa the ks argu- 
mentative parts of them, are (or may be) compriſed 
among the Epiſtles of the day; which no ſeem to 

want a little better arrangement; and which, by 
the omiſſion of ſome, and the enlargement of other 

very ſmall portions now in uſe, would comprehend 
all of che Epiſtles that * to a mixt con- 

n. | | 


FROM the cab it | ms FORMED to go to 
; the * : W — it merits conſi- 
Wurrnxn the reading of them protniſciathy from 
end to end as they occur, be a proper me- 
thod ? Whether ſome of them, as they ſtand, 
be fit to be put into the mouths of a chriſtian 


congregation : £ And whether it might not be 
better 


& 


C 33 9 
better to ſelect ſuch of them, or ſuch parts of 


them, as are moſt fitting; and to omit the reſt? 


Or, if it can be thought neceſſary, in cathe- 


drals, and where there is ſervice every day, 


to retain the whole; whether a ſet might not 
* choſen for the Sundays? 1 1460 | | 


| 'In an Abridgment of W deg nt lately 


printed, (which indeed curtails the ſervice more than 
may perhaps be thought deſireable) there ſeem to 
have been no ſmall pains taken with the Pſalms; a ſet 
of hymns compiled out of them, being there given 
for every day, with as little diſturbance of the order 


as may be. How far that may be allowable, 
muſt be ſubmitted to better judgements. But 
that theſe portions would be fitter to be uſed in 
chriſtian worſhip, than the preſent method, can 


admit of no diſpute: eſpecially, if ſome parts of 


the tranſlation were amended; which the author of 


that work ſeems not to CAMS gnome" to ern at 
in 7 ; 


As allied to the ſame ſabjees,” it may be aſked, * 
des THER the Benedicite, the latter part of the 
* Benediftus, ' the Magnificat; and the Nunc 
dimittis, be quite proper? And yet, as "it 
is left to the diſcretion of the officiating mini- 
Gy ſter to omit any of theſe, and to uſe another 
there appointed i its ſtead, this f is of the leſs 


importance. 


AS s 
. « &.* 64 
£ = 1 — 


Here 


id 8 
7 
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| 5 0 
Here alſo Might: ver; kia en 


Ts 


Warns a New Srafleiion of the Bible be not 
much wanted? Whether any capital heathen 
author, has been ſo neglected by the learned 

for half a century; as this more capital and 

5 divine work, the foundation of our faith and 
all our hopes, has been neglected by our 
Church for above three times that ſpace * ? Or 

jf that be not owing to negligence. merely, 

2 but rather to veneration for the preſent ver- 

ion; whether ſuch veneration be not altoge- 

_ ther as weak and ſuperſtitious as that of the 
ben for the Latin Vulgate ? oh 


The 8 of the Old Teſtament indeed, 
D might better be deferred tl! 
the learned labours of Dr. Kennicott ſhall have 
aſcertained the reading of the original Text; which 
n ſome paſſages may be elucidated thereby. Bur 
this does not relate at all to the New Teſtament; 
Which was ſo examined ſeveral years ago. When- 
ever that work ſhall be accompliſhed (or whether 


a new Tranſlation be und en or not) it is ſub- 
eee | 
ane, . — = 1 = TM LO" 


| © The laſt Tranſlation now n n 2607, Hare 
we made no alterations in our language, nor any advance in 


— fince that time? 


| (#9) 
Wnzrnes an Eiition or editions might not be 
Printed without the preſent © diviſions into 
chapter and verſe; which ate khown to be of 
moldderm date, and, though of Uſe to be retained | 
in ſome for the ſake of references, do very 

much diſturb the {hſe and disfigure the 
bock ? The beſt editions of "the original are 
uſually without them; or at moſt have only a 
ſet of figures down the margin: and thoſe 
_ editions are well worth a young man's pur- 
chafing, who would ſtudy the Holy Scrip- 

\ ? tires with profit. What ' the learned ate. 

Allowed to do in every other language, could 
not be improper to be allowed in our own, 
for the ſake of the unlearned; who ſee tio 
other book ſo diſgüſtingly and * 
"mangled as this, "which ought Turely to be 
[2571 | preſented! to'them in rhe "WR deli and 


A n 1 ; . CE 4 
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H Lane Pore Ns PPE OM 
of the Scriptures wich are appointed in the 
ſervice of our Church; it comes next in courſe to 
conſider the Faire that is deduced from them, 
before we proceetl to the Forms or DV OH in 
conſequence of — nn 0 firſt 
Pe it he a 15 
Wu Rh thers can. be. any occaion for more 
"IJ * Creeds than ene? e: 


18 
5 isi 
— 


2 eh Perhaps 


g 


TY 


nn admit of a queſtioꝑ, whe 
4, be neceſſary, or progeg to, have, am: Greed at 
| all. introduced, into,/a, pro of public devption. 


For a, congregation aſſembled voluntarily for, wor- 
@ ip and inſtruction, to be called. upon; to pro- 


nounce A. Shibboleth, and thereby to; exclude any 
from j Joining in worſhip, who would be willing to 
join in it: and to exclude them from the benefit of 
Inſtruction, who would be willing to be taught; 
ſhould ſeem impolitic as well as unchriſtian. But 

; waving. that (which i is perhaps a ſingular opinion, 
As. it ſeems to claſh, with the practice of very, early 
51 it may be aſked ;  Fhat.neccſſity, what uſe, 
what propriety, | in i , Ereeds 2. And 

then ſecondly, l Itty 

Waͥrrkxx. that 8 goes 2 = name of the 
58 Apoſtles (and is certainly the firſt; though 
vs generally allowed not to be written by them 
bor any of them) and is now thought ſufficieni 

for Baptiſm, be not ſufficient for every pur- 

0 poſe that can be called good? Arid to he 
ttmird queſtion may be added. | 
Warn theſe paſſages following, «he deſcended 

K into hell ;“ the holy catholic church ;” 
the communion of ſaints; and the © reſur- 

8 E rection of the Bach; or < the ſaſb, inſtead 
- of © the dead; be of the earlieſt date in this 
Creed itſelf ? Whether the time of their inſer- 

tion might not be traced ? Whether they are 


— to the unlearned, and not liable to 
be 


* 1 


1 | 

de miſunderſtood ? Whether there can be any 
neceſſity to retain all or any of theſe propoſi- 
tions: and whether ſome of them have any 

detettninate meaning; and others do not tend 
a little towards Popery? But, however that be, 
| Warrnza the uſe of the Nicene Creed (which, as 
| it now ſtands, was not made at the Council of 
Nice), and the Athanaſian (which was not 
compoſed by Athanaſius), might not and 

_ ovghe not to be wholly diſcontinued 15 Fo 


The quiftions above, naturally ed un to a 
Farther enquiry; which, though not an obje#t 
in the: laſt century, is become a n one in this. 


Warrnn it be right to inſert into a « i | 
' Laiturgy any points of doubtful diſputation? 
Whether it would not be more chriſtian, as 
being more charitable, to relax in ſome which 
we believe and of which others doubt; than 

- To pin down our worſhip to fuch forms as we - 
perhaps can ſcarcely believe ourſelves ? 


Wnxrnzx the doctrine of the Trinity, as particu- 
larized in our Liturgy, and running through 
| the greateſt part of it; while objected to by . 
© ſome, doubted by moſt, and underſtood by 
none; ought to ſtand any longer as it does? 
Whether the expreſſions concerning it, ought 
not to be ſoftened —— or confined 

wt {cripture phraſes ? | 
D With 


8 0 18, 5 | 
With reloest to; that doctrine; as it regards 
"te. Object of our worſhip, . it is indeed a funda- 
mental one; but it ought. therefore to be handled 
molt. carefully and diſpaſſionately. We ſhould 
receive with reverence that information concerning 
it, which has been delivered to us; and leave it in 
that obſcurity in which God has been Pleaſed to 
Jeave it: neither going beyond Scripture in any 
public forms, to favour the Athanaſian or the 
Arian or any other bypotheſis ; nor explaining 
away the expreſs words of Scripture, to reduce the 
incomprehenſible nature or eſſence of God to a 
level with our ſhallow underſtandings. Scripture 
douggnhtt to be the guide of our ftudies in the plaineſt 
as well as the moſt abſtruſe matters; and (at leaſt 
in our pra#ice) the clear ſnould take place of the 
leſs clear. And fince no precept in Scripture can 
be more clearly delivered, or more plainly eſſential 
and fundamental among chriſtians, than the duty 
of mutual charity and forbearance; we ought not to 
make the expreſs commandment of God of none 
« effect” by our traditionary interpretations; and 
by dur unneceſſary definitions of what is leſs clear, 
and deductions from what God has imperfectly 
revealed, break the unity of the church of Chriſt. 
Every man muſt be allowed to underſtand, every 
doctrine according to the meaſure of comprehen- 
ſion that God has given him; (it cannot be other- 
wiſe ;) and no man or ſet of men ought to obtrude 
| their ſenſe upon another. We all know that there 


is 


d 
is « but One God and 0 ather of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in us all;“ and * one 


« Mediator between God and man, the Man 
6 Chriſt Jeſus;“ and that whatſoever we ſhall 


« aſk the Father in Chriſt's name, he will give it 
eus * and that : the Spirit helpeth our infirmi- 
« ties:” In this we are all agreed. And we all 


know, that we are baptized © in the name of the 


« Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt ;” 
by the command of Chriſt, himſelf *, But bow 
to explain all the difficulties that Wie been ſtarted 
concerning each; and to reconcile a 7 rinity of 
perſons, with the known Unity of the divine nature; 
is certainly more than has been revealed, and per- 
haps more than ever will be known to us. It is 


ſubmitted therefore to Your conſideration, 


Wikdewas all human an of what we con- 
n do not underſtand, and all alluſions 
„ be 80 


th. 


. — — 


ed laſt, it it ĩs Sounds... may be tated 25 a. bert we all 
know to be a command of Chriſt ; notwithſtanding the confi- 
dent aſſertion of a late author, on : the Doctrines of a Trinity 
and the Incarnation of God ;*” who ſays, that every man, of 
* the leaſt critical knowledge in ſacred literature, muſt be 
* ſatisfied i it is of very doubtful authority.“ On what autho- 
rity does he ſay this? The paſſage is in every manuſcript. 
And no critic or commentator, that the Author of theſe 
Queries has ever met with, or can hear of, has ever doubted 


Jt: excepting one writer among the Unitarian tracts; who 


after producing his arguments on both ſides, concludes for its 
authenticity; and only queſtions the conſequences that have 
by ſome been deduced from it. 


* 
— —ʃ — - Ste — — 


- 
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i and deductions from ſuch explanations, 
© nl not to be removed entirely n a ** 
of Public Worſhip ? 


Wome, the Unity of the Godhead be; not © the 


grand point that runs through the whole of 
Aenne, from the ane end to the other? | 


Warne the Revelations to the Patriarchs did 


not inculcate this? Whether the viſible guid- 
ance of the God of Iſrael, and the inſpira- 
tion renewed from time to time to the Pro- 
pPhets under the Old Covenant, were not de- 
ſignedd profeſſedy ta keep or recall that people 
to the acknowledgment. of. the One true God: 
As the deſeent from heaven, or at leaſt the 
viſible appearance of Chriſt in the human 
nature, and the viſible deſcent of the Holy 
ſt and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
© uryer the New covenant, have been to recall 
all nations from Polytheiſm and Tdolatry, to 
the worſhip of the One true God in _ and 
in ub? 


WuzTHeR after this; after all tbele gracious 
manifeſtations of God to mankind, to inſtruct 
them in the unity and Perfection and abſolute 

| ſovereignty of his nature, it be right for the 
learned by their ſubtilties to miſlead the un- 
learned, or to ſuffer them to be miſled, into 

a doubt whether there be not Three Gods? 


te 61 


WagTizR all addreſſes to the Trinity, either ſepa- 


rately or conjointly, homever underſtood by 


the learned as Dij majores or Dij migorum = 
gentium, muſt not lead the unlearned into 


the belief that there are Three Gods? 


Warren then; as no weh addreſſes. are ordered 


in Scripture as prayer is ordered to, be offered 
up to God the Father in the name of Chriſt; 

as there is no command for any prayers or 
addreſſes being offered even to Chriſt as our 

interceſſor (for though it ſhould ſeem that 


might be allowable, yet we cannot affirm that 


it is); and as there is no warrant direct or indi- 


addreſſes whatſoe ver to the Holy Ghoſt; it 
might not be right, it might not be chriſtian, 


i: might not be moſt conformable with the 


| known and expreſs command of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, to * have love one towards another; 
and to lay aſide that practice, of which we 
ourſelves ſcarcely know that it is right, for- 
the ſake of thoſe who are perſuaded (however 


| miſtaken they may be thought in that perſua- 
ſion) that it is wrong ? 


3 on this ſame account, and for theſe 


ſame reaſons, all declarations in our ſervice 
that have any tendency to confound the ideas 
of the congregation, and to miſlead them into 

the 


A 


TC =P}. 
the fancy that there can be Thr Sede be 


not of dangerous conſequence, and 4% not 
gti, " to/be'diſcarded weapons, n 


8 2 


Waurruzn we can prove more than One to be Su- 


pPreme ? And whether all our addreſſes mould ; 
not in fact be; to © God the Father, by the 
Mediation of our only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the heayenly aſſiſtance of the Holy 


ce Ghoſt; as our Church herſelf expreſſes it 


4 in her office for the ordination of Prieſts : ? 


We zTHER therefore, "the Amendments propoſed 
| ſome years ago by the late Dr. Clarte in his 


Prayer - Book; which are framed on this mo- 


del (and to which all may now have acceſs; 
- the original being given lately by the public 
ſpirit of his worthy fon to the Britiſh Muſeum) 
might not be adopted, as the foundation of 


amendments at preſent; ſince no man ever 


ſtudied that ſubjeẽt more diſpaſſionately, or 
was better read in the Scriptures, or was ever 
egndowed with greater N 1 10 ſuch a 


Work, than he? 


Wurrnza this, (or Pris te at 3 of the like 
kind) be not neceſſary at preſent; and a pro- 
per condeſcenſion to the ſentiments (weak- 
1 * tori you pleaſe to call them ſo) 


„ 8 
O cheſe, Which appear eſſential improvements 
(eſſential both to edification - and . cha- 
| 1 a few more r * added. 


* 


STE 


Waprnmthere 450 1 e in the. fo fre- 
quent repetition of the Lord's Prayer, as it 
is now at times appointed; whether it does 
not approach to the BerTToxoyimz condemned by 
our Saviour, and to the Beads which v we con- 
| PM we 3 * 1 | | 


Wuzruza | in coi common ne and E 
ſervice, the ſecond time that it occurs [after 
the Creed] it might not be omitted: And 
whenever two or more ſervices are uſed toge- 
ther, as is very frequent in large pariſhes, 
whether the reciting any prayer more than 

once be not A and even cd ? 

Winona on the Sunday pe Holiday mornings, 
whereon two or three diſtinct ſervices, de- 

ſigned originally for different hours, now fol- 
low in immediate ſucceſſion, it miglit not be 
adviſeable to reduce them into one form: 
leaving them ſtill nearly as they are, for thoſe 
places where they continue to be ven ware? 


On 


8 * the > as, Cavica is. a; the 
Collect of the day need be recited where it 


firſt 


0 5 

rg oceors 7 Ahd wharber o a Litaty days, 
 it-might not be moſt proper, after the Creed, 
e uses ef the cogregitio ks u 
preſent, by the words © Let us pray,” and to 
Procerd immedimely co the Litany itſelf; 

- which fully conta, or might contain, che 
flubſtanoe of thoſe Collects that Would be 
wmitted ; and would thus be a more entire 

of worſhip, by a ſudden and abrupt tranſition, 

e eee 


- The favecarion in abe St Li- 
hip, it ſhould ſeem, would thus be a natural 
following of the Creed; and an address 
| <4420'Gei che-Fucher Almiginy to have mercy 

upon us miſerable finnersy— 

— to God, vo by his only begetten Son hath 

redeemed the world, to have mercy, &c. and 
D od, who by his Holy Spirit doth help 
dur infrmities, to have merey, G6. 
would be parallel to what we now have in our Ca- 
techifm, as what we learn by that Creed. 
Perhaps in che Licany, thoſe two paſſages, © By 
r the thyftery, Re. und : By thine agony, &c.” 
had bettet be omitted; as ſavouring too much of 
myſtical incantation. And if a little farther ſhort- 


7 


ening of the Service be thought proper, it is ſub- 
mitted to confideration, whether all from 5 Son of 


"te G we beſeech thee to hear us, — 
« oully 


0 28 ) 
dguſiy hear us O Chriſt, graciouſly. hear us O 
* Lord Chriſt” incluſive, might not be left out; 
as the prayer following (at leaſt by the addition of 
a very few words) would contain in fact the greateſt 

part of the preceding, 1 
This, it is preſumed, would Reer a compact, 
and ſufficiently full, and not too long Form of 
Chriſtian Worlhip : which on Sunday mornings, 
might be diſtinguiſhed from what is called here the 
Sechnd Service, by finging a Pſalm. gs 


In the Second Service, which when it is ls as 
a Communion might perhaps better be uſed alone, 
and when. not uſed as ſuch might be mad. from 
the dei, it is referred te your ootiſideratien; 


Wrarop they an hens ren i by with 
the Lord's Prayer; which in ane cafe will 
_  corye afterwards, and in the other has occurred 
before; and whether the Collect as it now 
ſtands; would not be a proper introduction to 
the Commandments; if any introduction be 
ae n eee of eee, 


wenn this Service be bot the fitteſt place 
|... wherein to commemorate the day, whether a 
„ particular Sunday or other Holiday; and, 
Without interrupting the Leſſons in their 
.,__ courſe, and by chooſing Epiſtles and Goſpels 
8 Avitable, if they be not ſo already; or by 
Filler Collects, if that ſhall be thought ne- 

®- ceſſary; 


rr — Pe — 
* * 


«A 26 
- ceſſiry 5 to do it auh here: unleſs: perhaps by 
propet . a eg * 
tal??? N = * 1 9444 
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Eben, i 8 another Pſalm ſung.. naturally 


LE ſucceed the Sermons. 49.2 1Third, Service 


entruſted / entirely to the Preachers ichRenrion; 


And concerning this it may be aſked; 


WitzTHER it can be neceſſary for Him here to tef- 
© tify his Loyalty, which*is better ſhewn or 
trieck elſewhere; or to recite the Lord's Prayer; 
721 but Inſtead of connivance; whether he might 
not be authorized to lay aſide the bidding 
Form, and before the ſermon to offer up a 
Prayer in his own perſon; for Himſelf or his 
Me e that he may be enabled to diſs 
ane N the Word of God faichfully, and that 
0 they may thankfully. receive it and ſtedfaſtly | 

R practiſe it; or ſuch other prayer as be ſhall 
think moſt foirable to the occaſion :. and after 


; the Exon, © to conclude from the pulpit, with 


+ S 


8 a ſhort 


* 1 8 mad Fo © OY 
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à ſhort Collect or two at his Uiſcretion, and 
"a" Bleſſing ? RO YR 


1 N the Communion 8 3 all he Occafiona . 
Qces, as well as the n. it is ſubmitted 


2 


to the public, 
WR ETRER the dee of Dr. Clarke might 


not in general be admitted; with or without 
farther improvements as ſhall be judged pro- 
per? Perhaps the Corrections propoſed in 
1689 might be conſidered by thoſe in whoſe 
hands they are; and ſome of them inſerted, 

when ſoftened according to Dr. Clarke's pat- 
tern. To this general one, may it be allowable 
to add a fow farther Queries? A : 


WazTrER, in any part of the Service, and even 


in receiving the Holy Communion itſelf, any 
particular pofture need be preſcribed to the 
congregation? The propoſed amendments of 
1689, it is ſaid, left it at liberty to adminiſter 
the Communion even in the pews; as it is 
now practiſed in ſome of our Inns of Court: 
There was a time when all kneeling was for- 
bidden between Eaſter and Whitſuntide. 
Why then preſcribe the one or the other? A 
recommendation of what is eſteemed moſt 
decent, would pſually be attended to. 


WreTnrR in relation to the Office of Baptiſm, 


there need be any exception made againſt the 
| = 4 Parents” 


ca) 


*. ſtanding as Sureties; nee they alone 
enn have a right to fulfil, eee promiſe 
to teach or ſee taught? | | 


n che uſe of rhe. os in tha ſervice, or 
the Ring in Matrimony, might not be left at 
8 i. e mined, if the partie de 
nt 


— ſome regulation be not and, con- 
cerning Baptiſm in private houſes ; to allow, 
what is often found neceſſary to be done? 
And whether there might not be ſome form 
for the receiving of adults, who were bap- 
tized privately 1 in their infancy, and aſk to be 
received after they are grown up ? It is ſome- 

times defired ; and cannot be refuſed : yet is 
there no office at preſent for it 2 


Wrrzryzz the reading of the Abſolution in the 
| ordinary ſervice, might not be allowed to 
| Deacons as well as Prieſts? Or perhaps it 
may admit of a doubt, whether this was ever 

| farended to be reſtrained to Priefts alone ? 


War run any High titles, even thoſe belonging 
3 ro his Majeſty himſelf, be proper to be uſed 
in a form of worſhip to God: * 


I | WarrHin 


* _—— „ . 9 9 ä — 
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6 ) 
n ſome few obſolete words, and expreſ 
ſions now become uncouth, might not better 
be altered for ſuch as are leſs exceptionable ? 


Wundt there be any progrinap.in nk 
nnn OE no | 


Warren a * Prayers might not be added to 

the Collection, beñdes thoſe from the Vilits- 

tion Office, to be choſen as ſuited to the 

* . occaſion, when any deſire che prayers of the 

congregation; inſtead of the few words that 

are inſerted very aukwardly and unfeelingly 

at preſent; and which are not directed to be 
inſerted ar all -when the Litany is read ? 


e Gmething of the like kind might not 

be done for thoſe who deſire to return thanks, 

to be uſed after the General Thankſgwing z 

inſtead of breaking into that very fine prayer 
with a few very unmeaning words ? 


WuzTHER one Prayer of that ſort, ghe ſame or 
perhaps a little fuller than what now ſtands 
at theend of the Office of Churching, might 
not ſuperſede the continuance of that Office ? 
And whether the Offerings on that occaſion 
might not be diſcontinued along with it: or 
at leaſt no direction about them left to ſtand} 
in our ſervice- book? 


K+) 


Warrann the Office for the Viſitation of the Sick, 
does not require a fuller Rubric; to aſſiſt the 
younger clergy, who know not at firſt how 

: far they may or may not depart from that 

Form: whereas that part of their function, 
being no part of public worſhip, ought and 
"OR 1 be left at diſcretion | ? . 


Wavrnrn at ads Burial of being dank! ine ne: 
ttion might nat be given about carrying the 
body into the church, or otherwiſe? And 
whether that paſſage which has been ſo often 
bbjected to, concerning our . ſure and certain 
-., hope of the reſurrection to eternal life, 
being ſaid indiſcriminately over all perſons, 
does not want an alteration or explanation to 
ſatisfy thoſe who object? That all will be 

.-_ raiſed to eternal life, is but the general con- 
a ſequence of Chriſt's death and reſurrection: 
but that all will be happy in that eternal life, 
cannot be ſaid, and therefore cannot be meant 

here; ſince that muſt depend upon their be- 

-:haviour in this. 


Wurrurn the Commination be of any uſe, or 
rather whether it be not a diſgrace i to our diſ- 
eipline, at OR” | 


rens the Offices for State-holidays be not 


=_ much too long; and a farrago ſometimes of 
1 od 


E 
add compoſition, to ſay no worſe of one 
in particular? And whether one compact 
4 form might not ſupply the place of all: to 
be uſed, not on the Acceſſion but Corona- 
tion of the reigtũng prince; the Acceſſioſ 
being too nearly an approach co rejoicing on 
a 2 98 
. 4 off; cl 
1 che Singing Plalms, eat be better 
95 5 and power given to the ĩncumbent 
t xeſtrain irregulatities, RES a5 08 are 
not inclined. to _— Pune 110 5 


156 # * 7 en 25 
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| H AVING now gone chrough our POOP A and 


+, ſtared, ſuch particulars in it as appeared to 
require conſideration; I muſt beg leaye to add a 


ne Aer e eme. 

gan 70 9 1 it 64 102 T4 1200 

Here it n toi an n 
War run our Ecclefiaſtical Laws are ſuch as it 
could be wiſhed: they were? Whether, they 
are not ſuch as Chance rather than Prudence 
22 made them; and many of them of Popiſh 
origin? However; ſince that matter belongs 
entirely to our Rulers, and we may amend 
_ ourſelves whether our laws oblige us to it or 
not; and our canons,” though ordered to be 
read yearly in our churches, are never read 
there, and cannot always be put in force; it 
Scerns, not a private man to enquire about 
them, 


0 32 ) 
I e ee dete dann ef ap end fo! 
the eſtabliſhment of Uniformity among us. 
| Have thav ca enquire very perineay, 


p09 109 nende 

Farms whe is now called the Declaration of 
Confonmity, appointed by the Act of 13 
Cha. II. be not fully ſufficient to chat end? Or 
whether the words might not run thus, with 
1 an additiogat clauſe 3 1 o deelare that I 
e conform"eg the Liturgy: of tke Church 
1 of Eagland, as it is now by law eſta- 
« bliſned; unleſi in ſuch particulars wherein 

* ewe m m . otherwiſe Fr 


SOR DIET * 


Worms doeh a power ON to ee 
mighe not be proper; who'would be preſumed 


to uſe it with diſeretion (or miglie be under 
ſuperior controul, if that could be ſuppoſed 
requiſite); but who muſt: ſometimes CIs 

- - ſions, where, from the peculiac ctrcumſtar 
1 1 ae erben G dhe in- 
.-cumbent, they cnuld wifi to be able to 
„ N es a e 

«2+ nt tee 

Wen dle abe de thei papers lined in a 
5 re am but the Sun- 
days evening ſer vice, he wifhed he might be al- 
— :25R 


Evening 


* 


Beeung Prayers; ; at not u iz eilig ts Uo it 

on his ſole authority, aſked his Dioceſan whether 
he might not. tranſpoſe the ſecond leſſons in the 
Morning and Evening ſervices. He knew his 
Lordſhip had not power to authorize it ; but hoped 
it might have been connived at, from the little 
change that would have made, and the manifeſt 
adyantage it would have been to his flock. This. 
caſe would not happen, ; if the Calendar were 


414 + 


it could be of no bad (2 Jn ro entruſt their 
Lordſhips with” ſome ſuch power, for other the 
like caſes 3. 4s a clergyman, when he has once 
declared he will conform, cannot anſwer it to his 
conſcience to depart from it beyond what the laws 
allow. Grey 2 - | 1 


Wugrhrx ſuch a Declaration would not be a very 
ample ſecurity to Uniformity ; without requir- 
ing from every miniſter, an expreſs approba- 
tion of the whole contents of the Liturgy - 
Wazrarn a few additional prayers being inſerted; 
and an option given between them, and be- 
tween ſuch and ſuch Pſalms or Portions of 
Scripture z might not reconcile thoſe to the 
uſe of a Liturgy, who have long declared 
againſt preſcribed Forms? 
Wurrurn we ought not to do this, and more if 
F neceſſary, 


1 (4) 
\  meceſſary, for ts: ſake of thoſe who * 
from uss? | 


NW HETHER, for the admiſſion ar thoſe 3 as Miniſters 

| in odr church, of whoſe ordination we 

- .*., doubt; it t not be right to avoid diſtinc- 

| tions; and to admit none from any other 

Communion whatſoever, without a re- ordina- 

tion according to our own (amended). form; 

and then to admit all hypothetically, if 

| « thou haſt not already received it;“ as we 
no do where we doubt of Baptiſm ? 


n the old a e of aſking he Banns 
before Ordination might not be revived; and 
our Ordinations be made more folemn, by 
being made more public? And whether the 

printing thoſe offices in all our Prayer-Books, 

might not likewiſe be of ſervice ; that all 
might know what promiſes we make, and 
might ſee that we do make ſome, and that 
there is a ſolemn form of ordination in our 
church: whereas it is but too true that many 
now are ignorant of it, and on the contrary are 
perſuaded that we have no form at all? 


- 


| Warn, A a perſon* 8 Wen been carefully 
examined by his Dioceſan, and regularly 

, ordained in conſequence of that examination 
that which is called above, the Third Service 

__ entruſted 


028 0 


it entruſted to the diſcretion of the Miniſter, 


might not be left entirely to his diſcretion, as 
a Miniſter of God's Word; without confining | 
him previouſly, or afterwards, by any Articles 
or Formularies of Man's device? If he makes 
a wrong uſe of that diſcretion ; by confound- 
ing his Flock with diſputable matters, or 
ſuch as ſhall be thought improper to be 
handled in the Pulpit, or by “ handſing the 
« Word of God deceitfully ;” his Dioceſan 
might reprimand him firſt, might bind him 
down afterwards to a better behaviour, or 
ſilence him entirely or for a ſeaſon from 
Preaching in our churches, and command 
him to read inſtead ſuch as he ſhall. appoint 
of the many excellent Diſcourſes we now have 
in print, or might deprive him-at laſt if he 
be found incorrigible. Something of this 
kind, it is apprehended, would be a better 
Security to our Church, and a more reaſonable 
kind of Government, than the preſent: ſuch 
as we now muſt uſe in caſe of his preaching 
ſedition, or in caſe he ſhould unfortunately 


become inſane. 


Wnuxrnx ſome ſuch Methods as the above, would 


not ſufficiently ſecure Uniformity of Worſhip, 
and even Uniformity of Doctrine in our 
Church; without ſeeking after Uniformity of 

F 2 Opinion; 


5 56 7 


Opinion; which never was, nor ever can 


* 
9 4. < 


__ poſſibly be obtained? 


4 
6, 4A 


wcnn. after ſuch a aer bin for the 
Pulpit; the Prefs mightinot be free, as it is 
do all other ranks of men in their departs 
maeents, ſo alſo to the Clergy in theirs ; | to 
dleeliver their ſentiments on Religious Matters 
80. 0 without reſtraint, and to enquire freely after 
the Truth ; ſince free enquiries are the only 

| way to arrive at it? 


* 


Watrars the preſene bed be in fat an ap- 

. ©": proach in any degree to equal ' ſecurity ? 

Whether our declarations of aſſent to every 

thing contained in our Liturgy; ; whether our 

repeated ſubſcriptions to Liturgy and Arti- 

cles and human Formularies, have any good 

 *.- effe@; or are conſidered, either by ourſelves or 

| 22 the by-ſtander, as of any uſe for the avoid- 
een * ing of diverlities oy opinions = 


Wurrurx indeed, they have not naturally, and 
dare not by experience found to have, a bad 
rendency | 4 


| tn then, all ſuch Subſcriptions and De- 
© Clarations might not henceforward Jajrl be 
Aid aſide? I 8 


WHETHER, 


7 
gel Mie our. Eccleſiaſtical Laws. * 


7 Conſtitution remain in force; while our Pre- 
© lates. retain their power, and that degree of 
. affluence which i is due to them and js neceſſary. 
to their ſtation 'Y while our Liturgy remains a 
ſtandard of uniform worſhip, and is conformed 

to by our clergy s while the Pulpit is kept 
under a decent and goſpel- like regulation; 
there can be any thing more 18 to a2 


| RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT | 


Wytruza, in a Religion, that is of divine origin, 
_, every. thing that goes beyond this, be not an 
POR invaſion of the Province of Cod; and in the 
"Chriſtian Religion, an invaſion of the Province 


of crit: | 


TEE 


WrzTazR we muſt not ſuppoſe that the concerns 
and welfare of his Church, muſt be: among 
the firſt of his regards | 


Wur run he has not promiſed that 3 it ſhall be fo, 
to the end of the world? 


WHETHER He is not the proper law- mater in his 
oven kingdom? and whether the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel at its firſt promulgation, was 
not of great aſſiſtance, under God, towards 


_ its Propagatios. | 4 


WHETHER 


* "38 Y 


Warten the miakidg any 8 af "Article | of 


Faith, be 300k One making : a new "Ip, or 


& <5 


15 Yb therefore acting the fi ly of the 


ir Goſpel ; and counter-ating, as far Fry in us 
lies, all advancement in the knowledge of 
that very point which we INES or e 


W e . 


ten the freedom of Wir into God's laws 


ought to be reſtrained? and whether the Mi- 
niſters of his Word ought to be abridged by 
others, or can indeed really abridge them- 
ſelves by any ſubſcription whatſoever, of the 
power committed to them; and of © that 
« liberty” in preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
% wherewith He hath made them free? . 


; W HETHER the fear of granting them that liberty, 


out of an apprehenſion for the Church's ſafety, 
be not a diſtruſt either of the Purity of ous 
* Church, or of the Providence of God aver His t 


Wurrnrx then, laſtly, ſuch a liberty ought not 


freely to be granted; and, laying aſide ſuper- 
ſtitious fears, a real confidence be ſhewn, in 
the paternal care and providence of God, in 
the promiſed preſence and protection of 
Chriſt, in the guidance and heavenly aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit, in all which we profe/s 
3 ; 10 


. 


Kn 
l believe; and without which, the 2 * 
Man e in van? 


Tou, have I eee my Wiſh a as much 
as the moſt inquiſitive can deſire; and 
certainly far more than would otherwiſe have be- 
come a private man; who indeed has theſe ſub- 
Jets much at heart, and never would decline any 
pains he could beſtow on ſo righteous a taſk, but 
at the ſame time is ſenſible how very unequal he is 
to it. All he ſhall lay in farther vindication of 
what he has propoſed, is only this:—to his Supe- 
riors ; let them forgive his invading their Province 
when thus called to it ;—to the Learned; let them 
perfect what he has begun, or do it, better; to 
Cavillers; let them ſhew as chriſtian a Spirit. 
And now in concluſion give me leave to aſk, 
whether this be a Catholic wiſh? an Apoſtolic wiſh ? 
Whether it be not a more Goſpel-like behaviour; to 
propoſe in a decent and reſpectful manner a Reviſal 
of our Forms, in the hope of their amendment; 
than after having multiplied Cregds, and ſub- 
divided and ſubtilized opinions, and © bound heavy 
c burthens and grievous to be borne, and laid 
« them on men's ſhoulders,” however grievous 
we perceive them to be to others, never to 
« attempt to move them with one of our fingers? 
Let it not be thought a matter of ſmall concern, 
whether this diſtreſs, ſo repeatedly complained of, 
be removed from your Clergy z the diſgrace of its 
\ con- 


. 
ance from e Iris lucy t no 


little importance to them, and to every member in 
it. Tour clergy ought not only to be free from 
enuivotativn, but free from the fuſpiclon of it : and 
however they may reconcile their Subſcriptions and 
Declarations among themſelves; it is with diff. 
culty they can do it, and with reluctancè they muſt” 
comply: and the fufpicion of that reluctance, can- 
not but obſtruct the efficacy of their inſtroctions, 
While their flocks can read ancf can think. 
It is not, indeed it is not, a matter of ſinall mo- 
ment, whether thofe things which give offenſe in 
our ſervice· book be removed. To thoſe indeed 
who rarely appear at Divine ' worſhip, or who do 
not attend to what is doing there, they certainly | 
may be matters of indifference; and it is no on- 
der that fock perſons ſhould Be 10 unwilling to 
move what is ſettled, or to propoſe | a Commiſſion” 
to enquire into them: but they are as certainly 
matters of the higheſt import to thoſe who do pay 
attention to their Duty. Whatever, in a Prayer, 
requires an explanation in a man's mind to accom- 
pany the words he pronounces; calls-off his atten- 
tion, and checks his devotion, Whatever he 
knows gives offenſe to others preſent; muſt grieve 
every chriſtian, every honeſt heart. When his Con- 
gregation hear him addreſs himſelf ſeparately to bree 
diſtinet Gods; and give all honour and glory, and 
equal honour and glory to each; how can he ex, 


pect them to believe him, when he tells them 
I there 


6 7 41 o 
| Leon God, or to ſuppoſe that he belivries 


truth? When he talks in their preſence about the 

fins of A new-born. infant brought to Baptiſm 3; how. 
can he dehort them afterwards from ſin, whom he 
could. be happy to make as ſin-leſs as the child 


the Scriptures, which-tell him and them the ſame | 


before their eyes? When he tells them, that if 


a they receive the Holy Communion unworthily/ 
they are guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt 
our. Saviour, and eat und drink their "own dam- 
nnn; how can he invite them to the Lord's 
Table with any proſpect of ſucceſs? (Though 
they be the words of an Apoſtle; if ſuch words 
muſt be choſen, their explanation ſhould 80 along 
with them). When he is appointed to read 2 
Chapter in their ears, which is ſcarce intelligible in 
his own; how can he expect or hope they ſhould 
profit by/it ? will he not deſire to alter it; or wiſh 
that he might be allowed to turn over leaf to an- 
other? Fheſe things he muſt feel, who attends to 
the Miniſtry of the Ggſpel; and Wen endea- 
yours to profit his Flock. | 

But when he finds, that ſome too -· curious . 
nations in our Service- book, and alluſions to mat- 
ters at beſt very doubtful, do keep away his 
Pariſhioners, or are made by them a pretence for 
their ſtaying away; when things confeſſedly indif- 
ferent, are not left indifferent, but are impoſed by 
our Church and retained; in Her worſhip though 
e as they are objected to: When he per- 


G 1 ceives, 


0 ( 42 ) | 
3 — endangering 
the wWbcle, à little Altetation would fuftice; or 
eren only a little Latitude given him, or given to 
his Dipceſan to allow him as he ſhould be found to 
uſe it, would be the means of reconciling multi 
tudes to our Serviee; would caſe theig minds,” and 
 fatisfy their ſeruples : vould comfort hitn, and 


Qih his Bock z wil he new iplend 10 emdeft for 


ſuch” Alterstions, ſuch a Latitude, at ſuch; Amend- 


ments? When: lie ſtes, or, Shinks he, fees, our 


Church on the brinꝭ ! af daſtruction, l if ſamething 
be not done to reli vẽ her; Al he nat ſtrain every 
nerve and appeal tu everyc heart, and fir up all 
in pewer to get it done ? Iathis turbulence? Is this 
faction? IS this hereſy or ſchiſm? or can ĩt be call- 
ad by any other opprobiiaus name ? Say. Where 
is the mighty crime in fuck an attempt ? Let any 
man that has ever had a Cure; and read aur pre- 
ſent Articles with any attention in the ears of his 
new pariſhioners, [Jay his hand to his heart, and 
ſay, whether he has not wiſhed to read ſomething 
more profitable? Let any man that has ever had 
2 Flock, and attended to that Flock, ſay, whether 
he has not wiſhed for their ſakes. to ſee ſome things 


in our Service rectified ? And if he has wiſhed thus; 


nay more, if he is perſuaded that an Amendment 
of theſe matters would be ſerviceable to the edity- 
ing of his people; will he not, ought: be not to de- 
fire it? and in every reaſbnable, every prudent, 

1 an method, Apply to every one in 


4 | AUTHO- 


x 5 43 * [ LE 
3 avTrORITY 3 and 1 their concurrence in : 
bringing i It to perfection 3 | 
But need ſay no more to ingen vous . 2 
While narrow ones will always be found to defend 


: $7 every eſtabliſhed Error, and indolent ones to delay 


every Reformation, till Judgement overtakes them 
may You ſee the necefiity of Amendment, while our day © 


of Grace laſts. And may You forgive this call to 
it (perhaps the laſt call) from one of the leaſt of 
©» Your Brethren; and'pardon me the warmth which 


- ſuch a Cauſe inſpires ; remembering that it is the 
Cauſe of Gov, the Gop or Taurn, « whoſe I 
* am, and whom I ſerve,” and whom above all 


| human laws I my obey, as 
A Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
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